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	1. Reasons to Go

**If I owned Fairy Tail I wouldn't be scrounging money for my Mountain Dew addiction.**

* * *

><p>Lucy sat stiffly at the guilds bar, her fingers gripped tightly around her strawberry milkshake. Beside her Erza sat giving a dissertation about all that Lucy had done wrong on the last mission. Lucy sipped her milkshake stoically.<p>

The Celestial Wizard sighed as another voice joined the red-headed knight, "She's right Lucy! You should train!" scorching heat plopped into the seat beside her, "None of that would have happened if you were stronger!"

Lucy slid her free hand down her keys for reassurance before she turned to look at her partner, "Gee Natsu, tell me how you really feel." She said in a deliberately joking manner, trying to get out of the tedious conversation.

"You're kinda weak." Natsu said bluntly, completely oblivious of Lucy's tone and the way the glass cracked in her grip at his words. "I mean you call out your spirits to fight for you and when you do you can't control them. And while your pretty god with your whip its nothing against most magics."

Lucy fought the urge to snap said whip at the dense pink haired slayer and said with a false smile in place, "Natsu I'm not sure you know enough about Celestial magic to judge my ability." She said, giving a shaky laugh.

Erza snorted, "A user type mage's items are only as strong as the mage themselves. You couldn't even power your spirits past that puppet mage on Galuna."

Lucy felt Taurus' key pulse and cursed herself for alerting them enough that they were watching. Lucy frowned at Erza, "I did get Taurus past that."

"Not before he tried to punch your face in!" Natsu laughed.

Erza nodded in agreement, "Yes, you need to get stronger to prevent these mistakes before they happen." Erza said, "Or so you can handle them quickly when they do come up without needing someone to come rescue you like with Phantom Lord."

The glass shattered in Lucy's hand at those words and rage filled her. If she hadn't kept her cover she would have been able to take care of Phantom herself, but she hadn't thought they would go as far as they did. When they had come for her she had been prepared to abandon her cover but she had been knocked out and dragged off before she could do anything. By the time she had gotten free from Gajeel and started to drop her seal, the Master had ended the battle.

"Lucy your hand!" Mira exclaimed, pulling Lucy from her memories.

The blonde looked down at her hand with an eerie detachment. She stood and plucked the pieces of glass from her hand nonchalantly, "Nothing to worry about Mira. I wouldn't want to need rescuing from a mere glass." She turned to look at Erza's stunned face with a blank expression, "I never as you or the guild for help with Phantom. In fact if Jose hadn't dragged his personal grudge into it you probably never would have heard of the incident. I offered to leave or to give myself up. I did not ask to be rescued. I do not, in fact, NEED to be rescued."

She spun on her heel and marched over to where the Master was sitting with a tankard of beer, "Lucy! What a pleasant surprise!" he exclaimed, "What can I do for you my dear?"

Lucy smiled, relaxing instantly in the presence of the little Master, "Hello Master. I just wanted to inform you that I will be leaving for two weeks to train. When I come back I will be finding a new team or going solo."

The guild went completely silent at that, only a few had been watching the previous conversation but the declaration to Master brought the rest of the guilds attention. Master Makarov frowned, "I am happy you wish to train Lucy but why are you leaving your team?"

"It would seem that they see me as a weak damsel in distress. I need a team or partner who has faith in my abilities and ability to handle myself despite how things may appear." Lucy said, "I will either find people like that or I won't." she was standing ramrod straight now and held a serious expression on her face.

Makarov nodded, "I understand Lucy. Since it's such a short time I will not have to remove your mark. Come back to us safe, alright my child?"

Lucy bowed with a smile on her face, "Of course Master." She turned and head toward the doors with all eyes following her.

"Lucy wait!" Erza called, she ran up behind Lucy with Natsu at her heels. Lucy turned and gave them a cold but questioning look, "I can train you! Then you can stay on our team!"

Lucy laughed, long and loud enough for it to make everyone in the room uncomfortable. "Erza I don't want to be on your team anymore!" she said finally calming down, "Not only because of what you seem to think of me. There are several reasons! First and foremost being something that's actually been bothering me a while now! I don't want to be on a team defined by just one member! 'Team Natsu'? There are five people on the team! Not just one!" she smiled darkly, recomposing herself from her little rant, "And as for training me," she removed all of the seals on her power and heard several lesser mages in the room drop from the magical pressure, "you aren't strong enough!"

The blonde mage spun on her heel once more and stormed out of the guild. Conversation erupted throughout the hall, interrupted only once by the Master calling from Erza and Natsu to come to his office.

On the second floor a considerably larger blond had watched the whole exchange and was now grinning at the prospect at having the petite mage at his side sooner than planned. He snapped his fingers and below, three heads looked up and nodded before they all made their way from the guild hall.


	2. Hime?

**If I owned Fairy Tail I would be writing on a MacBook not an HP Stream.**

* * *

><p>Lucy sighed as she walked, she had only stopped at her apartment long enough to change clothes and grab her mission bag. Now she had been walking for a couple of hours, silently wishing that the train had a line that traveled in the direction of her destination.<p>

When she came across a small stream she dropped her bag with a sigh, "I suppose I should tell everyone the good news." She mused as she sat down on a convenient boulder and rubbed at her feet through the straps of her sandals.

Lucy tensed when she heard rustling in the forest behind her; in one motion she slid from the boulder, spun toward the noise, and equipped her sword. "Whose there? Show yourself!" she heard a deep growl, a squeak, and then a whimper before it fell silent again. Lucy rolled her eyes and raised a single hand, "**North Star! Seek! Retrieve!**" she spelled. A ball of light appeared in front of her and split in four before shooting into the thick undergrowth around a particular tree. Lucy smirked as she heard yelps and shouts of surprise before the spell brought her four people and piled them at her feet.

She frowned as she recognized the pile of mages in front of her, "Laxus and the Raijinshū? Why are you here?"

Laxus, who had landed at the bottom of the pile, shoved his way to his feet, "We heard you were looking for a new team blondie."

Lucy raised an eyebrow, "So did everyone else. But you don't see team Shadow Gear stalking me and I would have expected them or anyone else in the guild before you four. So why are you here?"

The green haired mage shot to his feet, "What Laxus-sama says is true! We wish for you to become a member of the Raijinshū!"

"Yes!" the female with the long brown hair and perky breasts said, shooting to her feet, "Another female on the team will do this little sausage fest a world of good!"

"Plus your pretty hot stuff!" said the final, hooded mage; five little totems circled him, "Hot stuff! Hot stuff!" they chanted.

Lucy rolled her eyes, "I'm not hearing any valid reasons you want me on your team. You have never talked to me before today, not even to introduce yourselves! The only conclusions I can come to is either Master put you up to this, or you just want me on your team as some sort of petty jab at the idiots on my previous team, or you felt me remove my seal and want me for my power."

The green haired mages eyes went wide, "That's not it at all Miss. Lucy!"

"Yeah!" the hooded mage concurred, "Laxus…."

He was cut off as said blond mage put a hand over his face, "Sure blondie, it's all that potential power." Laxus said, "I think you would fit in well with our group. So what do you say?"

Lucy crossed her arms over her chest, "I say if you really want me on your team then you should try when I come back to the guild."

Laxus shook his head, "No can do. The best way for a team to bond is traveling and training together. We're going with you!"

"What?!" Lucy spluttered, her grip on her sword tightening, "I didn't even agree to be on your team!"

"Consider this a test run." He said stubbornly, "Now are we camping here or were you just stopping for a rest?"

Lucy glared at him for several long minutes; twitching with anger before she took a deep breath and relaxed all in one go, her sword disappearing from her hand. She smiled, "Fine. It will take four days get to my training ground. If we get to know each other well enough over that time I will allow you into the grounds. Understood?" they all nodded, Laxus had a triumphant grin on his face, "As for the other question, I'm only staying here long enough to inform my spirits of what's happening."

The green haired mages eyes lit up, "Who are you going to call? One of your Golden keys? Are the books correct about the relationship between the Zodiac spirits? How much…."

Lucy held up her hand with a frown, "Freed right?" he nodded, "You're really interested in my magic?"

"Of course!" all three mages in front of her exclaimed, Laxus simply nodded.

Lucy frowned, "Why? I mean I'll tell you but no humans have really cared about it since my mother."

"We want you on our team! Of course we want to know about your magic." The hooded mage said, "Plus I want to see how my babies compare with your spirits."

The female opened a fan and waved it delicately, "And in the Raijinshū we all know each other's magic inside and out. We even know a few rudimentary spells of each other's magic."

Freed frowned at Lucy's look of disbelief, "Didn't you share your magic with you old team? You equipped like Erza."

Lucy blinked at them, feeling a bit lost and losing a bit of her confidence, "No, they never shared and the one time Natsu showed interest he deemed it boring. The sword I've had for a very long time, Erza doesn't know of its existence so I couldn't have learned from her."

Laxus let out a frustrated grumble, "How are you supposed to work correctly as a group if you don't know each other's abilities?" Lucy gave him a small smile.

Freed leaned forward, "So who are you calling?"

Lucy's smile brightened to full force, "First Virgo, the Aquarius, and then the rest of the Zodiac as a group."

"You can do that?" the woman asked, "I heard opening one Golden gate was hard, let alone multiple."

"Yep!" Lucy chirped, "And your Evergreen right?"

Evergreen fanned herself with a grin, "I see my reputation proceeds me."

Lucy laughed, "It does." She turned to look at the hooded mage, "And you're Bickslow."

"You got it girly!" he said sticking out his tongue, "Got it! Got it!" his totems chorused.

"I thought you didn't know them blondie." Laxus grunted.

"I said they had never introduced themselves, but like Evergreen said, your reputations proceed you." Lucy said, she pulled a key from her ring, "Now let's get started." Freed leaned forward excitedly as Lucy turned to the left and held out her hey, "**Open! Gate of the Maiden! Virgo!**"

There was the sound of a door bell and then a puff of smoke that cleared to reveal the short pink haired spirit bowing with her arm over her chest, "Punishment hime?"

Lucy smiled, "Hello Virgo. I have an important task for you and if you complete it, not only will you get your brother back but I will give you one flick."

Virgo's eyes lit up and her normal blank expression broke to reveal a bit of happiness, "What can I do for you hime?"

"Go back to the guild and bring me Loke." Lucy said, Virgo disappeared in the next moment.

"What do you want with the playboy?" Laxus growled.

"Loke is not actually Loke." Lucy said.

"Is he a spirit?" Bickslow asked, "I always thought his soul looked strange."

Lucy grinned, "Yes, Loke is actually Leo."

"The lion?" Freed gasped, "As in the Leader of the Zodiac?"

"Yes! Very good!" Lucy said happily, "Most people don't know that he is the leader. And the strongest of the Zodiac."

"And why is he at Fairy Tail?" Laxus asked.

"That's his story to tell. Sorry." Lucy said, looking sad.

Evergreen shifted, "Lucy, you don't punish your spirits do you?" she asked worriedly.

Lucy gave her a soft smile, "Of course not. That's just Virgo. Celestial Spirits are people too. They have quirks and personalities. Virgo just happens to like punishment and while I don't, I will give her a flick on the forehead sometimes to make her happy."

"Is her calling you princess a quirk too?" Bickslow asked.

Lucy blushed and rubbed the back of her neck, "Actually, no."

Virgo appeared in the next second with a bound Loke with a bag over his head, "I have returned hime."

"Hey Virgo." Laxus called, bringing her eyes to him, "Why do you call blondie princess?"

"Because she is one." Virgo deadpanned.

"No seriously." Bickslow cut in.

Virgo looked at him, "Hime is the daughter of the Celestial Spirit King. She is indeed a Princess."

There was silence for a few seconds before all eyes turned to Lucy who was blushing a deep red, "You're what?!"


	3. Hime!

**Hey everyone!**

**So someone asked about the time frame and I realized that I had completely neglected to say something about it! This is right after Phantom Lord, but before Loke was saved (let's just pretend that there was a longer span of time between the two). **

**Also, this will move away from the Fairy Tail's cannon arcs, however the cannon issues will be touched upon.**

**Thanks! **

**Angel**

**Also, if I owned Fairy Tail I would not live off poptarts and Mountain Dew!**

* * *

><p>Lucy shifted under their gazes, "I'm the daughter of the Celestial Spirit King. The Princess of the Stars."<p>

Evergreen squealed, "That's awesome!"

"How!" Freed shouted.

Bickslow was cackling as his totems danced around Lucy chanting, "A Princess! A Princess!" Lucy blushed at their antics, not noticing how Laxus was eyeing her up with emotion gleaming in his eyes.

A groan called a halt to their activities and all eyes went to the trussed up Loke who lay at Lucy's feet. She composed herself with a shake and smiled at the others, "I will explain when we getting moving again. I need to take care of some things first." She looked to Virgo, "You did very well." Lucy reached up and flicked the Maiden on the forehead.

A blissful expression appeared on Virgo's face, "Thank you for the punishment Hime." She said dreamily, sinking to sit limply against the boulder Lucy had originally been sitting on.

Lucy nodded before leaning down and whipping to bag off of Loke's head. As he looked up and recognized her his eyes filled with fear. "L…Lucy."

She gave him a lopsided smile, "Leo."

He let out a squeak and tried to back away, "I knew it! He sent you to finish me off! You're here to kill me! I'm….."

"Leo!" she snapped, effectively cutting off his babbling. She frowned down at him, "Do you really believe me capable of killing you big brother?"

He looked up at her with wide eyes, "But I killed her! I broke the rules!" he struggled against the ropes, "I accept my fate but at least let me continue to work toward a bit of retribution until I fade out!"

Lucy put a hand on his shoulder, making him freeze, "That wasn't you fault Leo. You did NOT kill her. She took a job she couldn't handle. You were simply protecting your family." She smiled at him as he blinked up at her in a mixture of shock and confusion, "We will speak more later. I will have your key and I know once your strong enough you will be able to force your gate open."

"My gate…" he said in a daze, "My key…..You're…."

Lucy drew herself to her full height and held out both hands toward him, "As Princess of the Stars I grant you return passage into the Celestial World." The area around them began to glow golden and Leo's form shimmered, Lucy went to her knees next to him and hugged him tight, "Go home big brother. I will see you later." He hugged her back before disappearing in a burst of light. When Lucy stood up she held another key.

Freed came forward, "Can I see?" he asked hesitantly, gazing down at the Golden Key in wonder. Lucy simply smiled and handed him the key.

"So if a spirit kills someone then they are banned from the Celestial World?" Bickslow asked slowly.

"If a Celestial Spirit kills the one their contracted to then they are banned." Lucy clarified, "Leo was indirectly the cause of his contractor's death and my Father deemed it enough to ban him. I argued on Leo's behalf, my father eventually conceded, and said that if I could find him I could grant him return passage."

"Why didn't you do so before now?" Evergreen asked, "It can't be good for spirits to be out here."

"It's not." Lucy said, "I've been sending him power subtly so he could be comfortable. As you heard, he wanted to work for a bit of retribution out here before simply fading out. I was trying to keep my cover and hoped he would eventually come to me, he never did." She frowned, shaking her head. Freed handed her the key back and she smiled, "Alright, time for Aquarius!" she hooked Leo's key to her ring and pulled another free. Lucy stepped over to the stream and slid the key into the water, "**Open! Gate of the Water Bearer! Aquarius!**"

The water in the stream sucked into a vortex before shooting upward, when it settled down a blue mermaid spirit floated over the water. She immediately turned away from Lucy, "Tch, what now?" she grumbled.

Lucy poked the mermaid in her side with her key, "Look at me Aqua." Aquarius looked at her out of the corner of her eyes, "I coming home." She said quietly.

Aquarius turned to her fully and narrowed her eyes, "Really?" Lucy nodded and in the next second she was swept into Aquarius' arms and was being spun around, "Finally!" she cried, finally cracking a smile, "My little sister is coming home!" Lucy was laughing happily, snuggling into the mermaid's embrace.

"Little sister?" Freed questioned.

Aquarius stopped spinning Lucy around, finally noticing the others in the little clearing. She sized up each, ending on Laxus where her eyes widened. She whispered to Lucy in another language and Lucy responded in kind before Aquarius nodded and set Lucy gently on the shore, "Yes, little sister. We thirteen of the Zodiac helped raise her and have taken on certain roles in her life."

"I see." Evergreen said in understanding, "As her sister you would be really happy she's coming home."

Aquarius nodded, "Yes, I know she won't stay, she has things to do in this realm but she promised that the next time she came home she would quit hiding who she truly was." She glared down at Lucy with her hands on her hips, "You are keeping your promise aren't you?"

"Of course!" Lucy said, she gestured to Laxus and the Raijinshū, "They already know!"

Aquarius relaxed a little, "Good, I hated you hiding your connection with us."

Lucy softened and threw her arms around the mermaid's waist, "I'm know Aqua, I had my reasons but I'm sorry they hurt you."

Aquarius wrapped her arms around the blonde and sighed, "I'm sure I'll get over it eventually, I'm just happy you're not going to hide it any longer."

Lucy pulled away and smiled up at her, "Great. Now let's tell the rest of the family shall we?" Aquarius nodded with a grin and released Lucy fully, Lucy climbed up on the rock that Virgo was still resting against and held out her hands in front of her. She began to glow gold and swept her hands in a circle, "**Royal Summons! Cancer! Taurus! Sagittarius! Gemini! Scorpio! Aries! Libra! Pisces! Ophiuchus!**"

The gold light from Lucy flooded the clearing and when it died the nine summoned spirits stood before her. They all bowed to her and she rolled her eyes, "Oh quit it, stand up!" they all stood, smiling at her happily, she grinned right back at them, "Hey guys! I've got great news! I'm coming home!" a cheer went up through the group and Pisces and Ophiuchus wrapped their three bodies around her in a sort of hug.

Lucy laughed, happily stroking the three spirits scales before addressing everyone, "Alright, calm down." They settled and Lucy's eyes lit up with a mischievous glint, "Now I want to surprise my father with my return so don't say anything. I know he'll ask why I used one of the royal summons so just tell him that I wanted to inform you of Leo's return."

"You allowed Leo back?" Aries, the pink haired girl with the fluffy wool dress, squeaked, "Sorry!"

Lucy nodded, "Of course I did. He only did what he did to protect you and I can't fault him for his summoner's stupidity." She looked around at the faces of her family, "That being said, he should be resting up. Make sure to welcome him back." They all nodded, "Good, I'll see you all soon. Dismissed."

They disappeared in puffs of smoke until it was just the mages and Virgo who suddenly had a stack of clothes in her hands, "Hime, I brought you clothes from home."

"Thank you Virgo." Lucy said, taking the clothes and slipping them into her small pack. Virgo bowed and disappeared. Lucy turned to the stunned group behind her with a bright smile, "We can go now!" she walked through the trees and back onto the road.

They quickly caught up to her and began asking questions all at once. After several moments of chaos and Lucy ignoring it, Laxus growled, "One at a time!"

The group went silent and Lucy gave Laxus a blinding smile, "Thank you."

Laxus looked away quickly, "Tch, whatever blondie."

"You're blond too Sparky." Lucy said, rolling her eyes.

The other three stared at her in horror as Laxus let out a low growl, "What did you call me?"

Lucy looked up at him with a smirk, "Sparky." She tapped her chin, "Though I guess that's fairly unoriginal. I will have to think of something else."

"I have a name." Laxus growled.

"So do I." Lucy whispered to him, like it was a well-kept secret she was sharing with just him. She giggled and looked over to Freed, "You first."

Freed glanced at Laxus who was gritting his teeth but was looking the petite Celestial Mage over with bright, hungry eyes. Freed focused back on Lucy, "So when you said training grounds you meant the Celestial World?"

"Yep."

"What sort of training will you be doing there?" Freed asked.

Lucy scrunched up her nose, "I won't be doing much honestly. Just a bit of a refresher and informing my father and the council that I will no longer be hiding my identity."

"How are you the Spirit King's daughter?" Bickslow jumped in, "If you're a spirit shouldn't you have a hard time being out here."

"Actually, I'm only half Celestial Spirit." Lucy said, "The other half is very human. You see, years ago something happened that brought my Father close to death. He is an immense and power being, so no one ever thought he could be harmed like that. While he was out it became clear that none of the spirits had enough power to fully take over his duties should he ever die. So when he healed, he decided that he need an heir. He was going to simply mate with another spirit but a council member suggested that he mate with a human so his heir would be able to move freely among the other realms should the need arise. With that in mind he propositioned my mother, the most powerful Celestial Wizard at the time, and nine months later I was born!"

Evergreen frowned, "You were okay with the reason you were conceived when you found out?"

Lucy shrugged, "It was hard to wrap my head around at first but I'm fine with it. My mother and father weren't in love but they were great friends and I know they both love me. As for the responsibilities, I know from the very first time Mother summoned Aquarius to meet me that I wanted to protect spirits. They became my family and it only made me want to protect them more."

By the end of Lucy's little speech, all four were nodding in understanding and acceptance. Lucy smiled at them, "Any other questions?"

Evergreen slid up to her with an excited grin, "So what are Celestial fashions like?" Lucy laughed and the two broke into a very in depth conversation on the fashions of the Celestial World.

* * *

><p><strong>Notice the lack of Capricorn! Yes, that's intentional. Like I said, we will be touching on cannon issues.<strong>

**Finally something from Laxus, next chapter, which should be up later today!**


	4. Insert Cool Chapter Title Here

**Second chapter of the day and I still don't own Fairy Tail!**

**(Break)**

Laxus was in a very special kind of hell. Looking at Blondie's hips swaying in front of him he made a quick mental correction, maybe not complete hell. But hell all the same.

She was ignoring him, because he refused to say her name.

It's not that he didn't know it or that he disliked it. Hell, it wasn't even to get on her nerves as one might assume. No, he didn't want to say her name because he was afraid he'd let something slip. Being close enough to smell her intoxicating strawberry and sweet vanilla scent was hard enough, but if he said her name he was almost positive he would screw things up.

It had all started the day the flaming idiot had brought her to join the guild. He heard the door kick in and her scent was carried by the wind up to the second floor to slap him in the face. Laxus had managed to stumble to the rail after his grandfather's little impromptu speech and had pinpointed the source of the scent in seconds. Laying eyes on her for the first time had been like a bolt of his own lightening straight to the head.

That day, it had taken every last bit of his will not to run down there and snatch her up. He had to remind himself of his pride and the even more basic fact that she was a complete stranger.

Later, after he had told the Raijinshū and Freed had researched, he found out she was his mate. It took him a while to come to terms with the fact. At the time all he valued was strength and power, however his inner dragon's fixation on the little Celestial Mage had urged him to looked deeper, if only to find a way for his instincts to quiet.

Soon enough, Laxus found himself falling for the sassy young blonde. Her quiet determined strength in the face of danger was countered by her over the top reactions to the mundane; and when he managed to catch her calling her spirits he reveled in the look of peace and joy on her face.

Soon his plans turned from taking over the guild and making it the strongest to simply getting his mate by his side. The biggest problem, of course, being her team. He and the Raijinshū had slaved over plans to get her to notice and accept him; only for their main obstacle to take themselves out, destroying months of planning. A slap-dash plan to integrate her to the group before he asked her out was conceived when she announced she was quitting Team Flame-Brain and they found themselves following her.

Finding out she was the Princess of the Stars had been a shock, and wasn't it just so appropriate that after she had unknowingly showed Laxus the value of traits beyond power, that she herself was incredibly powerful. Laxus had looked at his mate and felt pride flash through him.

Then she talked back to him.

Gods, he didn't think he could want her more than he already did, but she hit him full force with that sass he had only watched from afar. Again, only his pride and common sense stopped him from claiming her right there, in front of the Gods and everyone.

Now, he was walking several feet behind **HIS** mate and **HIS** team as they hit it off surprisingly well.

Ever's never ending questions about the Celestial World's Fashions had been stemmed by what seemed to be a magazine from the other realm. She had hugged Lucy with a squeal before taking the magazine and beginning to read.

After that, Lucy had asked Freed about his magic which had led into a lengthy discussion about runes and ended with Lucy summoning a spirit she called Grandpa Crux to teach Freed about Celestial runes, since Lucy claimed to be terrible at teaching. So as they walked (or, in Crux's case, floated), Freed wrote the new runes out in the air with a light pen.

Then Lucy and Bickslow had begun to talk about the differences between souls and spirits and Celestial Spirits specifically. During the conversation, they were intensely focused on the topic and paid no real attention to Bickslow's 'babies'. Laxus did though, they were circling Lucy and repeating things she said. Laxus had never seen them do that with anyone but Bickslow.

Laxus tried to jump into the conversations a few times but since he wouldn't say her name, she wouldn't talk to him. The only silver lining to the situation was the previously mentioned sway of hips that he got to watch as she walked.

"Lucy are you alright?" came Bickslow's voice, pulling Laxus from his musings and putting him on alert.

Lucy had stopped walking and was frowning toward the trees, "I'm being tracked by a Celestial Mage." She said distractedly.

"How can you tell?" Freed inquired.

"The Princess was taught to be sensitive to spells directed at her." Crux answered for her, "Tracking spells have a very distinctive feel to them."

"Why would someone be tracking you?" Evergreen asked worriedly.

Lucy bit her lip, "Since it's a Celestial Mage it's either to challenge me for my keys or to exchange information." She looked over to Crux, "Can you go back for now Grandpa? If it's a challenger I don't want you to get hurt."

"Of course." He said, bowing his great crossed head and disappearing.

"Is it more likely to be a challenger?" Bickslow asked.

"Definitely." Lucy said, "If they wanted information, they would have used a broader spell. This one is locked on just me."

"How close are they?" Laxus growled.

Lucy finally turned to look at him, "A couple miles out, but they're traveling fast." She slid her fingers along her keys and they shimmered.

There was a flash of golden light and Leo appeared next to her, "Yes princess?"

Lucy smiled, "Hello big brother. I trust you're feeling better."

"Yes, just a little bit back home is doing me wonders." He said.

"Nice ears Loke." Bickslow snickered.

Leo rolled his eyes, "Thanks Bickslow." He ran a hand through his spiky hair and just barely graze his lion ears, "They are a symbol of my status."

Lucy giggled, "They're also fun to pull." She reached up and tugged one gently.

"I had hoped you'd out grown that." Leo whined.

Lucy laughed at his reaction, "I haven't out grown tweaking Aqua's tail."

Leo smiled at her fondly, "I don't suppose you ever will." Lucy shook her head with a playful smile, "Very well. What can I do for you Princess?"

"I need you to ask Scorpio, Gemini, and Aries how their Master treats them. I can feel their keys approaching with the tracking spell and if they are being treated poorly I will make sure that the breaking of their contracts are part of the challenge terms." Lucy said, turning serious. "I would summon them again but I don't want to alert whoever is maintaining the tracker."

Leo nodded, "Of course. I will answer through our connection." He disappeared.

"So how do these challenges work?" Freed asked.

Lucy crossed her arms under her breast and sighed, "Like most challenges I suppose. We will set terms, usually the surrender of a specific key or keys upon defeat and we will battle. The biggest difference between a normal challenge and the challenge between Celestial Mages is that there is no way around the terms. Our magic seals it once we agree. If a Celestial Mage were to try to get around the terms after they have been set then all of their contracts would be broken. After all, a Celestial Mage is only as good as their word."

"I see." Freed said, "And I assume we won't be able to interfere."

Lucy shook her head, "No that would be considered a forfeit and I would be forced to hand over whatever key or keys that they demanded." She looked back toward the trees and quirked an eyebrow at what she saw, "However you are welcome to help keep the others in line, should they try to indirectly influence the fight."

They all looked up to see a large snake flying through the air with four mages on its back. Seconds later the large snake dove toward the ground and stopped to hover a few feet above the ground. Two of the mages jumped from the snake, a female in white and a tall angular man in a racing suit; the remaining mages, a one eyed maroon haired man and black and white haired man who was taking a nap, stayed on the giant snake.

The white hair female dressed in white and light blues stepped forward and smirked at Lucy, "You must be the fairy's little Celestial Mage."

"That would be me." Lucy replied brightly, "What can I do for you?"

"Accept my challenge." The woman said, "One on one, no interference." Her smirk widened, "And when you lose you have to give me every Golden Key you have!"

Leo's key glimmered on Lucy's key ring and her jaw locked, "And when I win you give me the four keys you own." Lucy said evenly.

The woman laughed, "As if a pitiful little fairy could defeat me!" she stuck out her hand, "I, Angel of the Oracion Seis, accept the terms of this challenge."

Lucy grinned, "I, Lucille Celest Heartfilia, Princess of the Stars, accept the terms of this challenge." She took Angel's hand and they shook. A think red light encircled the girl's hands and they stepped back.

Bickslow's babies rushed to circle Lucy, "Go Lucy! Go! Go!" the chanted.

Lucy laughed, "Thanks!"

"Need a bit of a boost?" Angel mocked, pulling one gold key and one silver.

Lucy patted the nearest totem, "You're just jealous you don't have a cute cheering squad."

"Lucy my babies are cute!" Bickslow protested, "They're fierce!" "Fierce! Fierce!" they echoed.

"Pay attention!" Angel snapped, there was a poof of smoke and Aries appeared.

"Sorry!" she squeaked before looking up and going wide eyed at the sight of Lucy, "Princess!"

"Hey Aries!" Lucy said brightly.

Angel scowled, "Distract her Aries!"

"Princess!" Aries called again, distressed.

"It's alright. Honor your contract." Lucy said gently.

"Sorry!" she squealed holding out her hands, "Wool bomb!"

Pink fluff flew toward Lucy who simply jumped high to avoid it, making it encase Freed who hadn't backed far enough away. When she reached the apex of her jump Lucy touched a key, "**Lend me your labrys Taurus!**" a double headed axe twice Lucy's size appeared in her hands, she threw it down ahead of her as she descended and it stuck upright in Aries wool. Lucy landed on the tip of the hilt easily, watching Angel for her next move, "You okay Freed?" she called behind her.

"So fluffy!" she heard him sigh, she rolled her eyes.

"Aries you missed her!" Angel snapped, "You're useless!"

"Sorry!" Aries cried, Lucy glared at Angel.

"Sorry won't cut it!" There was a charging sound and they saw that Angel had silently summoned a cannon like spirit, "Caelum, use seekers!" she ordered. The cannon shot four laser like blasts that all shot towards Lucy, who simply waved her hand. A gold tinged shield flew to meet the blasts, absorbed them, and dispersed the energy they held.

Angel gave a muffled shriek through her teeth, "How did you block that?! Caelum's seekers can get through anything!" Lucy just shrugged. "Go back you useless spirits!" Angel hissed, as Caelum and Aries disappeared, she pulled out another golden key, "**Open! Gate of the Scorpion! Scorpio!**"

Lucy simply snorted and slid her finger along Aquarius's key. Both spirits materialized at the same time, just as Aries wool dissipated.

"How did you summon the water bearer without water!" Angel screeched.

Lucy rolled her eyes, "Aqua, can you take your boyfriend home?"

Aquarius looked the red and white haired spirit up and down with a leering gaze, "Lucy it would be my genuine pleasure." She and Scorpio met in the middle with a passionate kiss before disappearing back to the spirit world.

Lucy waved and Taurus's labrys disappeared, dropping her onto the ground where she landed gracefully, "Ready to give up?"

Angel grabbed her last key, "Hell no little Fairy slut!"

(break)

**Mwahahahahahahha! Cliff hanger! **

**Like I said before we are touching on cannon. Really though this and next chapter will more than likely be all that we see of the Seis. Not that I don't absolutely adore Cobra and Midnight, but they don't exactly fit with the rest of the story.**

**Fight scenes are crap I know. I'm working on it.**

**Next two chapters will be out on Friday! Ta!**


End file.
